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and rats which are very important 
since they very closely mimic the human 
uveitis. Th e first article (Smith and (0· 

workers) in vestigates a major cause of 
posterior uveitis, induced by the parasite 
Toxoplasma gondii, and why this 
preferentially induces retinal disea se. 
The second article (Xu and co-workers) 
reports about experiments which are 
designed to find out how inflammatory 
cells find the eye as their destination, 
leading to uveitis. The third article (de 
Kozak and co-workers) reports on 
improvement of treatment by using very 
small particles, called nanoparticles. 

The clinical articles reported on two 
well kn own uveitis types, th e final one 
about investigations to analyse the role 
of white blood cells and why they are 
so active in uveitis i nflammation, The 
first report (Rotho va and co-workers] 
dealt with the prognosis of the so-called 
Birdsho t-uveitis , a posterior uveit is 
which is characterized by a typical 
clinical pattern. The second paper 
(Tugal-Tutkun and co-workers) studied 
a huge population of Turkish patients 
vvith the so-called Behcet s uveitis) a 
multiorgan disorder. Th e third article 
(Curnow and co-workers) investigates 
lymph ocytes (white blood cells) and 
th ir role in the anterior chamber 
during ~ uvei tis. 

Why do we need Uveitis 
Awards? 
The DUAG awards are still the only 
uvei ti s awards. This is even more 
special because th ey are donated in the 
name of an ocular di sease patient 
interest group. We plan to establish the 
awards as a qualification criterion in 
the coming years so as to help the 
winners in their careers givin g them a 
better chance of obtaining research 
grants and thereby expanding research 
into uveitis. 
As in previous years, th e Award 
Committee and the DUAG agreed that 
all six awarded publications offer an 
importan t new aspect in the 
management of clinical uveitis or 
improve our knowledge regarding the 
mechanisms playing key roles in 
expe rimental uveitis, therefore proba­
bly deliverin g ideas for new therapeu­
tic targets. Making n ew scientific 
results more easily and quickly avail­
able to ophthalrnologists, and also to 
health insurances , is a major goal for 
patient in ierest groups in all countries. 
This wi ll ensure a modern and more 
successful approach to diagnosis and 
therapy for uve itis-patients. 




